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San Diego Astronomy Association Board of Directors Meeting 
November 11, 2025 – Unapproved and subject to revision 

 
 
1. Call to Order 
 
The meeting was held via Zoom and was called to order at 7:06pm with the following BOD 
members in attendance: Dave Decker, President; Bee Pagarigan, Vice President; Mike Chasin, 
Treasurer; Kin Searcy, Recording Secretary; David Wood, Corresponding Secretary; Jerry Hil-
burn, Director; Drew Koning, Director; Ross Salinger, Director and Gracie Schutze, Director.  
 
2. Approval of Last Meeting Minutes 
 
The October meeting minutes were approved by unanimous resolution. (Motion: M. Chasin 
/Second: D. Wood) 
 
3.  Members Present 
 
Damon Blackman, Jim Love, Woody Schlom, and Mark Smith were present.  
 
4. Treasurers Report 
 
The Treasurer’s report was approved by unanimous resolution. (Motion: G. Schutze/Second: R. 
Salinger). SDAA membership is presently 815. Significant transactions include reimbursements 
for the BBQ and scope repairs and a deposit on the Ballast Point Venue ($3975.98) for the No-
vember membership meeting. 
 
5. Standard Reports The standard reports are included as submitted with Board discussion and 
action in italics. 
 
a) TDS Operations Report for October 2025    Pagarigan/Schutze 
 

• TDS Operations Committee Charter – update/revisions are in progress. 
•  TDS Fall BBQ held on 10/25/25 was well-attended and a huge success 

 
BOD members noted that there was a record number of visual observers at TDS for the event 
and the large numbers of visitors on site overflowed TDS parking, which is a good argument for 
TDS-W expansion. 
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b) Lipp Observatory       Rumsey 
 
Weather continues to support full star party schedule. The SDAA BBQ/UCSD, and Neal Electric 
events went flawlessly. Everything is going well with the club scope. 
 
c) Loaner Equipment       Krizak 
 
30 loaner items are currently out. 5 were returned in October and 8 were checked out. 
 
Two new loaner items have been added to the fleet: 
SDAA-089 - Celestron C6-R refractor on Orion Atlas EQ 
SDAA-090 - William Optics binoviewer with four matched pairs of Plossl eyepieces 
There are two loaner scopes currently out of rotation for maintenance: 
SDAA-032 advanced astrophotography kit - needs updated documentation to reference the 
MGEN autoguider.  
SDAA-038 8" Meade SCT on iOptron MiniTower pro - handset battery drains in just a few hours, 
some sort of parasitic drain that needs to be addressed. I haven't had time to look at this. 
At the annual BBQ star party, I was able to complete testing of the SDAA-089 kit.  I also put out 
the box of extra eyepieces and let members take some home.  Just a big pile of Plossls that are 
unnecessary.  About half the box was taken, which is great for our members (and perhaps some 
visitors) to round out their eyepiece collections. 
 
d) Storage Facility       Krizak 
 
We are still pending a long-term plan for the Bill Lucas Newtonian.  My suggestion stands to 
move it to the TDS storage box until a plan can be formalized.  Dave D. mentioned that this is 
the plan of record, but we still need somebody to collect the equipment and haul it out to TDS. 
 
Since we're so close to the annual banquet, and most of the loaner fleet is out with members, it 
looks like we can hold the other recent donations in the storage facility until the ban-
quet.  There's plenty of room for now. 
 
Discussing items for the banquet, the BOD agreed to keep both the raffle and auction and David 
Wood has access procedures for bringing items into the venue. 
 
e) Private Pads & Policies      Smith 
 
No new pads have been leased or returned.  Interest remains minimal with power continuing to 
be the main issue.  The committee is in the process of conducting a survey of all the pads.  This 
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will include a basic inventory of what is on the pad as well as updated pictures including over-
head shots.  We are also starting to review the pad rules and expect to have recommendations 
for the BOD early in 2026.  
 
f) SDAA Monthly Programs Report    Pagarigan/Searcy 
 
Tasks Completed 
Final program of 2025 scheduled, SDAA’s Annual Gadget Night to be held on 11/19/25.  
Venue under contract is Ballast Point Brewing for $4950.59 
Final attendance number due 11/12/25 
 
Agenda to include 
Member gadget sharing 
2026 BOD Election 
Update on new TDS property 
 
Work In Progress: Western Region ALCOR speaker database. 
 
g) AISIG        Wood 
 
No Report for this month.   
 
h) Newsletter        Kuhl 
 
Nothing new to report this month. 
 
i) Website        Stevens 
 
Webmaster report: Calendars were updated so that events on the public calendar also appear 
on the outreach calendar and the phases of the moon appears on both. 
 
j) SDAA Social Media Report for October 2025   Pagarigan 
 
Challenge 
Immediately employ SDAA Website enhancements to improve communication between SDAA 
Leadership and Membership 
 
A Proposal 
SDAA ORBIT – Outreach, Relations, Broadcasting, Innovation & Technology  
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Focus: Covers member communication, engagement, and modern tech tools. 
Strengths: Clear, professional, covers all aspects of connecting members across platforms. 
This is a temporary working group consisting of Pagarigan, Jeff Stevens, and others who have 
expressed interest but have not yet officially joined the effort. 
 
Immediate Actions 
Add TDS Update Web page for both east side electric grid and west side new property – Initial 
Goal: Introduce members to the SDAA Foundation and how it communicates/works with the 
SDAA BOD. 
Add member highlight page – identify skillsets within membership beyond those associated 
with astronomy. Build strong membership demographics database. 
 
The BOD strongly concurred with the immediate need to improve member communications and 
engagements. D. Decker established a Board Committee consisting of B. Pagarigan (chair), 
Gracie Schutze, and Jeff Stevens to take immediate action on these improvements. This effort 
will continue under the SPC. The BOD also noted the undeveloped condition of the Foundation 
Website and inconspicuous reference to it on the SDAA site. 
 
k) SDAA Podcast Hosts       Pagarigan/Morquecho 
 
Nothing new to report 
 
l) Outreach Report       Ammann 
  
Here are the numbers for October: 
 
2025 Previous Oct YTD 
Completed 66 10 76 
Canceled 44 0 44 
Total 5891 1115 7006 
 
m) TARO              Wood 
 
TARO is currently non-operational due to a failed Optec Rotator.  The optical system disassem-
bly and cleaning that was scheduled to begin the first part of next year will now be scheduled to 
begin later this year.  The rotator will be returned to Optec for repair during the cleaning pro-
cess. A notice of non-operation will be posted on the club website, and club members that have 
requested imaging data will be notified if their data requests will be impacted.   
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Projects completed - 1 
New Projects Scheduled - 0 
Current Projects in the scheduler - 6 
Total Scheduled imaging hours - 111 
 
 
n) Cruzen Observatory      Salinger 
 
The Cruzen observatory continues to be underutilized. There have been exactly 5 reservations 
in the first 10 months of the year to use it.  
I plan to send out, later this month, a revised operations manual and perhaps that will bring in 
more customers.  
One of the limit switches got mangled.  I have a replacement I’m going to install later this 
month so that the south roof can be fully opened. Right now we’ve lost almost a foot as a work-
around to the problem.  
I’d still like to propose selling the Losmandy G-11 mount and using the money plus what’s in the 
budget to buy and install a PiFinder for the DK system. This will eliminate the rather compli-
cated and touchy digital setting circle system and will make the DK much easier to use. 
 
R. Salinger noted that 42 members have been trained on Cruzen to date. 
 
o) Pad 70 Observatory      Salinger 
 
Nothing new regarding Pad 70 
 
p) Merchandise Report      Burch 
 
Nothing new to report 
 
q) Astronomical League Report     Smith  
 
We had a second Western Region meeting on October 23rd.  17 Member Clubs were in attend-
ance as well as a representative from National.  The Western Region has started putting to-
gether a list of speakers for both club and special interest groups and I’ve asked Bee/Kin for a 
list of our speakers over the last 18 months to forward for inclusion.  They also asked for con-
tact information to be included on a website and, after discussion with Dave D., I forwarded the 
sdaa@sdaa.org and alcor@sdaa.org addresses.  Finally, they are putting together a list of peo-
ple who want collaborators for scientific research.  I haven’t submitted a request to the mem-
bership for that list yet, but they will be looking for people who are running/starting a project 
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and a project description, skills they are looking for, and contact information.  In addition to the 
above, they are starting to plan for an in-person meeting to elect Western Region officers and 
establish a set of by-laws.  Date and location are TBD. 
 
The BOD welcomed the reinvigoration of AL Western Division and increased opportunities for 
SDAA engagement.  K. Searcy recommended adding an AL page to the SDAA website to facili-
tate SDAA involvement. 
 
r) JSF Report        Vacant 
 
s) Grid Reconstruction       Wood 
 
A project review meeting was held at Neal facilities in Carlsbad on Friday, Nov. 7th.  During the 
project review, the status of the north and south grid projects was discussed.   
 
North grid: The reconstruction of the North grid is 90% completed.  Major milestones remaining 
to be completed: 
Completion of electrical feeder runs to observatories and club assets, to include the Lipp and 
Cruzen observatories 
Installation of the new electrical panel in the men’s bathroom 
Construction and testing of the two new electrical distribution panels, which will be installed 
and tested during the week of 11/9 
Final leveling and gravel distribution on all areas where new trenching has been completed in 
the north grid area.   
Installation of the service transformer and meter by SDG&E personnel.  
 
Neal Electric has informed us that a final project completion schedule will be made available 
within 7-10 days of the November 9th project review meeting. This schedule is expected to in-
clude the proposed time frame for the installation of the new 200-amp service transformer and 
meter by SDG&E. However, the actual installation date depends on the county inspector’s final 
approval of the north grid infrastructure, which is anticipated within 10-14 days of November 
9th. Once the SDG&E installation dates are scheduled, a “cut over” schedule will be published 
and sent to all observatory owners and club assets managers for review.   
 
South Grid:  
The 35% electrical design document provided by Elen Consulting was reviewed by Neal and 
SDAA representatives. Several needed corrections were identified and red-lined in the design 
document.  A 50% design document will be provided for review once the changes are in-
cluded.   
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A change in project trenching was discussed that will allow a full closure of the south pad area 
during trenching and conduit installation.  
A site survey walk is scheduled for Friday, Nov. 14th, identifying the location of each electrical 
bollard that will be installed between every 2 pads. Primary trenching paths will be identified 
during the site walk as well. 
 
J. Hilburn showed images of damage to his observatory from the backhoe during trenching. Neal 
has acknowledged their responsibility for repairs  
 
t) Membership Project Committee     Love 
 
No update this month 
  
u) Strategic Planning Committee                   Blackman 
 
The SPC met last Thursday to review and provide feedback to Ideas on the first draft of the Stra-
tegic Plan. The SPC is working on a strategic vision for the SDAA that will provide our “north 
star” for the club. Our thinking revolves around enabling an infrastructure that grows and em-
powers our members to bring forward and pursue ideas that they feel are the most important 
to the club and its members. 
SPC Chair Damon Blackman spoke with SDAA member Timothy Gruber about assisting the SDAA 
with evaluating the pros and cons of a potential expansion of our use of Google Workspace or a 
move to Microsoft Sharepoint.  Timothy has expertise in this area. He has reviewed a plan from 
Forte to move to Microsoft.  He and I both agree it is best to wait until the Strategic Plan is ap-
proved until making a decision. 
The Board should hold Dec. 8th for the Executive Summary presentation from Ideas. It will be 
held virtually from 6:30-9pm.  There was consideration to hold the meeting in a hybrid format, 
but Ideas recommended against it since most Board members indicated they wanted the meet-
ing virtual. Ideas will provide a PPT presentation and readable copy of the plan to the Board by 
December 5th. They will have a facilitated discussion around what Ideas heard and learned, our 
general recommendations, and drilling down on a set of goals and initial plans for implementa-
tion. After that meeting we will make any necessary updates to the plan. The Board can con-
sider approval on Dec. 9 or Jan. 9th. 
The San Diego Astronomy Association (SDAA) Scope Document for Digital Infrastructure Sup-
port has been provided to the Board for your information.  It will be used for our search for a 
consultant. 
SPC member John Downing is stepping away from the committee. He is overcommitted and an-
ticipates substantial travel in 2026.  He’s offered and we’ve accepted his willingness to assist on 
projects as his schedule permits. 
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Although no BOD action is needed at this time, the BOD discussed the need for the SPC infra-
structure task to identity SDAA organizational roles, responsibilities, and oversight. This is a de-
liverable under the infrastructure support document although the SPC expected to wait for the 
Executive Director to prepare a formal organization chart.  D. Decker expressed the view of the 
BOD that SDAA members need to have an organization chart to understand who they can en-
gage.  
 
v) Nominating Committee           Hilburn / Smith 
 
Here is the current list of nominations. We are short one director... 
 
James Love - VP 
Tom Kennedy - Corresponding Secretary  
Ross Salinger - Director 
Drew Koning - Director 
Damon Blackman - Director 
 
Nominations from the floor will be solicited at the November program meeting and if there are 
no additional nominees, nominated individuals shall be automatically elected effective as of the 
annual meeting without the requirement of a vote.  The BOD can fill the director vacancy at any 
time. 
      
6. Old Business 
 
a) Research Enterprise IT Systems. Paragraph 5.u above describes the BOD considerations. No 
action necessary currently. 
 
b) Event Waivers. Discussion of procedures for using the approved form was tabled. Its use was 
not prototyped with UCSD at the BBQ as planned. 
 
c) Banquet Committee. 
 
The Air and Space Museum has a list of preferred food vendors and D. Wood will choose. Ac-
tion Item: BOD 11-01 K. Searcy will contact banquet speaker for his preference WRT hotel ac-
commodations.  
 
d) Release Document. 
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SDAA needs to prepare a release document from the winner of the SDAA logo contest. Action 
Item: BOD 11-02 D. Decker and D., Koning will contact SDAA's attorney (K. Mills) to develop a 
release document. 
 
e) Membership Policy. 
 
At the September BOD meeting, D. Decker noted that there are disconnects between 
membership levels, dues, and rights in the by-laws and current practices in area such as access 
to TDS, SDAA assets (TARO, Pad 70, loaner scope program), outreach participation, etc. He 
posted a working copy of a draft policy. BOD action was deferred at the time and there have 
been comments on the policy since that time. Action Item: BOD 11-03 BOD members review 
the revised membership policy and prepare to act at the December BOD meeting. 
 
 
7. New Business 
 
a) Property Purchase. 
 
Escrow has closed on the purchase of the property at 964 Tierra De Luna, referred to as TDS-W, 
as discussed at the October BOD meeting.  The property is owned by the Foundation and G. 
Burch is setting up a committee to manage the property. An immediate objective is to prepare 
TDS-W for member use, and this will require a management plan, usage policies, locks, 
furniture, trash removal. The Major development on the site would require a Major Use Permit 
and would be a long-term initiative. The BOD thanked M. Chasin for leading the purchase 
effort. 
 
b) Policy Outreach Proposal. 
 
D. Decker and K. Searcy drafted an outreach policy to clarify the likely outreach situations and 
give discretion to the outreach coordinator within a policy framework. The BOD unanimously 
adopted the policy. (Motion: G. Schutze /Second: K. Searcy) 
 
c) Transfer of BOD Emails to Elected Candidates. 
 
B. Pagarigan described the problems with the BOD email system during the last transition. 
There are many VP emails from external sources and email history should be preserved. The 
BOD recognized the problems with the delegated email system and most BOD members use 
personal email. The issue was deferred for action under the SPC infrastructure task. 
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8. Action Items 
 
BOD 11-01 K. Searcy will contact the banquet speaker for his preference WRT hotel accommo-
dations. 
 
BOD 11-02 D. Decker and D., Koning will contact SDAA's attorney (K. Mills) to develop a release 
document. 
 
Action Item: BOD 11-03 BOD members review the revised membership policy and prepare to 
act at the December BOD meeting 
 
9.  Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 9:03pm by unanimous resolution. (Motion: D. 
Wood/Second: J. Hilburn) 
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Navigating the December Morning Sky

What a great way to start your day!

For observers in the middle northern latitudes, this chart is suitable for mid December at 5:00 a.m.

Late sunrises in December provide opportunities for early morning skywatching.
¥ Bright Jupiter shines high in the west.
¥ The near third quarter moon ßoats above Regulus on December 10.
¥ The waning crescent moon glows next to Spica on December 14.
¥ The thin crescent moon rises near the double star Zubenelgenubi on December 16.
¥ A great time for viewing the Big Dipper, Leo, and the Spring Triangle. And, in the second half of the month, 
it is time for galaxy viewing!
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Relative size of the full moon.
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.

Navigating the December night sky: Simply start with what you know or with what you can easily Þnd.
Face south. Almost overhead is the "Great Square" with four stars about the same brightness as those of the Big Dipper. Extend an 
imaginary line southward following the Square's two westernmost stars. The line strikes Fomalhaut, the brightest star in the southwest. A 
line extending southward from the two easternmost stars, passes Deneb Kaitos, the second bright star in the south.
Draw another line, this time westward following the southern edge of the Square. It strikes Altair, part of the "Summer Triangle."
Locate Vega and Deneb, the other two stars of the "Summer Triangle. Vega is its brightest member while Deneb sits in the middle of the 
Milky Way.
Jump along the Milky Way from Deneb to Cepheus, which resembles the outline of a house. Continue jumping to the "W" of Cassiopeia, 
to Perseus, and Þnally to Auriga with its bright star Capella.
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Cassiopeia
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Binocular Highlights
A and B: Examine the stars of the Pleiades and Hyades, two naked eye star clusters.
C: The three westernmost stars of Cassiopeia's "W" point south to M31, the Andromeda Galaxy, a "fuzzy" oval.
D: Sweep along the Milky Way from Altair, past Deneb, through Cepheus, Cassiopeia and Perseus, then to Auriga for many 
intriguing star clusters and nebulous areas.
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¥ El brillante Jœpiter brilla en el oeste.
¥ La luna en cuarto menguante ßota sobre RŽgulo el 10 de diciembre.
¥ La luna menguante brilla junto a Spica el 14 de diciembre.
¥ La luna creciente saldr‡ cerca de la estrella doble Zubenelgenubi el 16 de diciembre.
¥ Un momento ideal para observar la Osa Mayor, Leo y el Tri‡ngulo de Primavera. Y, en la segunda mitad 
del mes, Áes hora de observar galaxias!

¡Qué gran manera 
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Hacia el sur. Casi arriba está el "Gran Cuadro" con cuatro estrellas con el mismo brillo que las de la Osa Mayor. Extiende una línea 
imaginaria hacia el sur siguiendo las dos estrellas más occidentales del Gran Cuadro. La línea lleva a Fomalhaut, la estrella más brillante 
del sur. Una línea que se extiende hacia el sur desde las dos estrellas más orientales, lleva a Deneb Kaitos, la segunda estrella más 
brillante del sur.
Dibuja otra línea, esta vez hacia el oeste siguiendo el borde sur del Gran Cuadro. Lleva a la estrella Altair.
Ubique a Vega y Deneb, las otras dos estrellas del "Triángulo de verano." Vega es su miembro más brillante, mientras que Deneb se 
localiza en el medio de la Vía Láctea.
Salta a lo largo de la Vía Láctea desde Deneb hasta Cefeo, que se asemeja al contorno de una casa. Continúa saltando a la "W" de 
Casiopea, a Perseo y Þnalmente a Auriga con su brillante estrella Capela.
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Navegando por el cielo nocturno de Diciembre
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Casiopea

Cefeo

      Destacan con Binoculares. A y B: examina las estrellas de las Pléyades y las Híades, 
dos cúmulos de estrellas a simple vista. C: Las tres estrellas más occidentales de la "W" de Casiopea apuntan hacia el sur 
hasta M31, la Galaxia de Andrómeda, un óvalo "borroso." D: Barrer a lo largo de la Vía Láctea desde Altair, pasar Deneb, 
a través de Cefeo, Casiopea y Perseo, y luego a Auriga para visualizar muchos intrigantes cúmulos de estrellas y áreas 
nebulosas. E. Cúmulo Doble de Perseo.
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de contaminación Luminica 
Moderada. En ciudades 
grandes, menos de 100 

estrellas son visibles, 
mientras que desde la 

oscuridad de las 
zonas rurales más de 

diez veces esa 
cantidad se 
encuentran.

Tamaño relativo de la luna llena.

La Linea de la Eclíptica 
representa el plano del 
sistema solar. El sol, la luna, 
y los planetas principales se 
encuentran en o cerca de esta línea 
imaginaria en el cielo.

Navegando por el cielo nocturno: simplemente comience con lo que sabe o con lo que puede encontrar fácilmente.

Para los observadores en 
las latitudes medias del 
hemisferio norte, este 
mapa es adecuado para 
principios de 
Nov. a las 9 p.m. 
o Þnales de Dic. 
cerca de 
las 8 p.m.

  www.astroleague.org/outreach; Duplicación permitida y fomentada para toda distribución gratuita.      Liga AstronómicaTraducción al español por Dr. Salvador Aguirre

Radiante de la

Lluvia de meteoros Geminidas

Después de las 8 pm, Dic 13.

Luna
Dic 26

Saturno

Tamaños 
relativos y 

distancias en 
el cielo puede

ser engañoso. Por
ejemplo, 360 "lunas 

llenas" pueden ser 
colocadas lado a lado, 

extendiéndose de 
horizonte a horizonte.

Júpiter

2025

Luna llena 
Dic 4
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On evenings in December (and January), try this challenge:

Jupiter moves in retrograde
On evenings in December, the Giant Planet slides westward in 
central Gemini to the lower right of Castor and Pollux. 

Observe, then plot its motion in the heavens. It continues its 
westward journey in January, but begins to slow in February. On 
about March 11, it halts and reverses direction.

The passing bright moon will hamper observations on December 
4-8.

Sun 1

1

Ecliptic

Orbit of
Jupiter

2

2

3

Retrograde Motion of Jupiter

1: Nov 15
2: Jan 10
3: Mar 10

3

Why do this activity? This planetary dance can only be explained if both Earth and Jupiter orbit our sun 
following deÞnable and slightly elliptical paths. Our view from Earth clearly shows this to those people who take 
the time to look carefully enough.

View to the east-northeast 
in early December at 10 pm 
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Private Pad News 
by Mark Smith 

    Design work is nearing the final submission and permitting phase.  Club representatives are 
walking the site with the contractor to pick out locations for the new power poles and design work 
for other features, like the new power gate, is proceeding well.  Unfortunately, that doesn’t mean 
that we will have power back on the Private Pads in the near future.  Given approvals, permitting, 
and weather, it will likely be spring before the project breaks ground. 
    In the meantime, the Private Pad committee is finishing off a new set of images of the pads 
(including some nice overhead views) along with a new, modernized image that will show members 
at a glance basic information about each pad as well as which pads are available for lease and 
which are part of the Private Pad Sharer’s Program.   
     What’s that?  Is there a Private Pad Sharer’s Program?  Well, there used to be, but usage had been 
steadily dropping before COVID killed it off in 2020.  It was, however, a good program and got 
additional usage out of the private pads and restarting the program is a priority for the Private Pads 
Committee.  That will start with people who are willing to share their pads on nights they aren’t 
using them.  The way the program works is that if a Member would like a pad for a weekend, they 
make a request to one of the pad Lessee’s who has made their pad available.  If the Lessee isn’t 
using it that/those day(s), the Member can use the pad.  They will be asked to sign in on the log 
sheet in the Warming Room, so the Lessee gets credit for pad usage, but it is a way to get to use a 
private pad without the lease and maintenance overhead.  If you are interested in having your pad 
listed as part of the program, please let me know. 

    While we are waiting for electricity to return, we still have several Private Pads available.  I realize 
that without electricity, the pads are of limited use to most members, but they still provide a viable 
option for many visual astronomers.  In addition, if you are already a Pad Lessee or owner, please 
continue to sign into your pad whenever you are at TDS whether you set up on your pad or are using 
the Public Pads.  Although Pad Usage requirements have been waived while there is no power on 
the pads, the Private Pads Usage Data are the best TDS usage tracking information that we currently 
have. 

    If you have any feedback, are interested in leasing a Private Pad, or just have questions about 
them, please don’t hesitate to contact me at pads@sdaa.org or emarksmi@san.rr.com.    
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The Weird and Wonderful World of Exoplanet Data 

Skylar Larsen from San Diego is working on her PhD in Astronomy at Cornell University after 
completing her B.S. in Earth, Atmospheric, and Planetary Sciences from MIT. Her current specialty 
is characterizing exoplanets observed by TESS (the Transiting Exoplanet Survey Satellite) and 
ground-based observers including some SDAA members. One of her favorite topics is weird 
exoplanet transit data and the diversity of exoplanets which that data implies. 

 She agreed to present her selected weird exoplanet data to Boyce-Astro students and other 
interested parties in September. In her presentation, Skylar discussed the history of exoplanet 
detection, examined fun quirks in real exoplanet transit data, and shared resources for ground-
based and spaced-based exoplanet observation. 

 https://youtu.be/tsaNx5ARlIM 

Skylar was a Boyce-Astro student who authored three scientific papers and mentored other 
students during her high school years here in San Diego. Boyce-Astro's mission is to introduce 
students like Skylar to STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) through 
astronomy research. 

 



San Diego Astronomy Association

19

Take Two - We are Ready for your Ideas! 

By The Member Proposal Committee 

    Sometimes things don’t go as planned.  When you heard from us last month, we thought we 
were days away from posting the link to the online proposal form.  Unfortunately, the process 
of moving the scripts over to their final home didn’t go as planned and resulted in significant 
rewriting and troubleshooting.  The good news is that we are finally done and you can find the 
online form at https://forms.gle/cDkCW5DNFh6ayVho9.  If you would like to take a look at the 
form and plan your submission before starting your online submission, you can still access a 
.pdf version of the entire form at 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18yzNoc0ZgS9iU8Y_lSOWnpW9kD9m9Xj9/view?usp=sharing). 
    When you go to submit your proposal, you will be asked a series of questions aimed at 
determining how well aligned the project is with the SDAA’s mission (“To further the education 
of its members and the general public in the subjects of astronomy and the related space and 
physical sciences, and to increase public awareness and enjoyment of these sciences”), what 
kind of impact the proposal will have both immediately and over time, and how feasible the 
project is (are the manpower requirements well thought out?, have the costs been adequately 
researched?, can the project be accomplished with the proposed resources in the proposed 
time?, etc.).  You will also have the ability to attach up to 10 documents to the application form 
so don’t feel like you have to fit everything into the online form.  Please note that, at least for 
the moment, we will only be accepting online submissions through the portal so the 
downloadable .pdf is for reference only. 
    Once you fill out the form and hit the submit button, you should get an e-mail confirming the 
submission in addition to an on-screen confirmation.  As a starting point, the plan is for every 
submission to be assigned a point of contact within the committee, and you should get an 
introduction from them within a couple of weeks.  Within 30 days of submission, the 
committee plans on getting a good look at the proposal and you should receive some form of 
feedback within 60 days.  That feedback may be a request for additional information or 
clarification.  Within 90 days of submission, the committee expects to have a decision on 
whether the proposal is ready for submission to the BOD.  Your point of contact will let you 
know if the committee forwards the proposal to the BOD or provide feedback if the committee 
feels that the proposal isn’t ready yet.  The timing is an estimate and could move quicker based 
on the number of submissions we receive.  Questions and feedback are encouraged 
throughout the process.  Your feedback will be key to any adjustments we make going forward 
and is greatly appreciated. 
    So dust off those ideas, head to the submission portal, and let’s get some projects in work.  
Outreach ideas, equipment purchases, Star Party ideas, TDS improvements, and more are all 
ripe for your ideas on how to improve them.  All it takes is an idea and a visit to the portal to get 
the process started.  If you have any questions, please contact us at 
woody.schlom@SDAA.org. 
     



San Diego Astronomy Association

20

 

Observing Program Previews: What 
a program requires of the Observer.
Our View from Earth: How to find 
interesting celestial objects in three 
minutes. Perfect for club viewing.

on Facebook ...
Monthly sky maps,
Observing activities,
AL LIVE sessions,
League news & a whole lot more!

  Astronomical.League

AL YouTube Channel
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SDAA Contacts
Club Officers and Directors

President			   Dave Decker 		  President@sdaa.org		  (619) 972-1003
Vice President		      	 Bee Pagarigan	  	 VicePresident@sdaa.org		
Recording Secretary		  Kin Searcy	   	 Recording@sdaa.org		  (858) 586-0974
Treasurer		     	 Mike Chasin 	   	 Treasurer@sdaa.org		  (858) 210-1454
Corresponding Secretary   	      	 Dave Wood   		  Corresponding@sdaa.org		  (858) 735-8808
Director Alpha			   Gracie Schutze		  DirectorAlpha@sdaa.org		  (619) 857-0088
Director Beta			   Drew Koning  		  DirectorBeta@sdaa.org		   
Director Delta			   Ross Salinger	  	 DirectorDelta@sdaa.org		
Director Gamma			   Jerry Hilburn	  	 DirectorGamma@sdaa.org		 (858) 877-3103

Committees
Site Maintenance			  Committee	  	 TDS@sdaa.org			 
Observatory Director		  Ed Rumsey  	   	 Observatory@sdaa.org		  (858) 722-3846
Private Pads			   Mark Smith	   	 Pads@sdaa.org			   (858) 484-0540
Outreach			   Dennis Ammann	   	 Outreach@sdaa.org                          (619) 247-2457
N. County Star Parties		  Craig Storms	  	 NorthStarParty@sdaa.org		
S. County Star Parties		  Bradley Jameson	  	 SouthStarParty@sdaa.org		
E. County Star Parties		  Dave Decker	   	 EastStarParty@sdaa.org		  (619) 972-1003
Central County Star Parties	 Dennis Ammann	  	 CentralStarParty@sdaa.org	 (619) 247-2457
Camp with the Stars		  -Vacant-		   	 CampWiththeStars@sdaa.org	
K.Q. Ranch Coordinator		  Dennis Ammann	  	 KQ@sdaa.org			   (619) 247-2457
Newsletter			   Andrea Kuhl	   	 Newsletter@sdaa.org		
New Member Mentor		  Jerry Hilburn   	 	 Mentor@sdaa.org		
Webmaster	 	 	 Jeff Stevens	   	 Webmaster@sdaa.org		  (858) 566-2261
AISIG				    Dave Wood	   	 AISIG@sdaa.org  		
Site Acquisition			   -Vacant-	               	 SecondSite@sdaa.org		
Field Trips			   -Vacant-		           	 FieldTrips@sdaa.org		
Grants/Fund Raising		  -Vacant-		   	 Grants@sdaa.org			
Julian StarFest 	                       	 -Vacant-		                info@julianstarfest.com                  
Merchandising			   Gene Burch		  Merchandising@sdaa.org		  (858) 926-9610
Publicity	 	 	 Jeff Flynn	   	 Publicity@sdaa.org		  (619) 806-6505
Loaner Scopes			   Paul Krizak	   	 loanerscopes@sdaa.org		    
Cruzen Observatory Director	 Ross Salinger		  cruzen@sdaa.org
TARO Observatory Director	 Dave Wood		  TARO@sdaa.org
TDS Network			   Dave Wood	   	 TDSNet@sdaa.org		  (858) 735-8808
TDS Operations			   Bee Pagarigan		  TDS@sdaa.org
ALCOR (Astronomical League Correspondent) Mark Smith    ALCOR@sdaa.org		  (858) 484-0540

Have a great new piece of  gear?  Read an astronomy-related book that you think 
others should know about?  How about a photograph of  an SDAA Member in 
action?  Or are you simply tired of  seeing these Boxes in the Newsletter rather 
than something, well, interesting?  

Join the campaign to rid the Newsletter of  little boxes by sharing them with the 
membership.  In return for your efforts, you will get your very own byline or pho-
tograph credit in addition to the undying gratitude of  the Newsletter Editor.  Just 
send your article or picture to Newsletter@SDAA.Org.  

SDAA Editorial Staff
Editor - Andrea Kuhl

since April 2011
newsletter@sdaa.org

Assistant Editor: Craig Ewing
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MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
Send dues and renewals to P.O. Box 23215, San Diego, CA 92193-3215 or renew on-line. The notice that your membership in SDAA will expire is sent by email. Dues 
are $60 for Contributing Memberships; $40 for Basic Membership; $70 for Private Pads; $5 for each Family membership. 

 
   SDAA is now registered with the employer fund-matching platform Benevity. If  your workplace offers 
matching charitable donations for non-profits and uses Benevity to distribute funds, you can now designate 
the San Diego Astronomy Association. Thank you for supporting the SDAA!

Date Type Sunset Astro. Twi. Moonrise(set) Closing Illumination
Jan-04-2025 Public 4:56 PM 6:23 PM (10:11 PM) 9:30 PM 28.3%
Jan-25-2025 Member 5:15 PM 6:40 PM 4:44 AM 9:30 PM 16.3%
Feb-01-2025 Public 5:21 PM 6:46 PM (9:08 PM) 10:00 PM 14.9%
Feb-22-2025 Member 5:40 PM 7:02 PM 3:26 AM 10:00 PM 31.8%
Mar-01-2025 Public 5:46 PM 7:08 PM (8:00 PM) 10:00 PM 5.0%
Mar-29-2025 Member 7:06 PM 8:30 PM (7:47 PM) 11:30 PM 0.2%
Apr-19-2025 Public 7:21 PM 8:49 PM 1:47 AM 11:30 PM 65.5%
Apr-26-2025 Member 7:26 PM 8:56 PM 5:45 AM 11:59 PM 1.7%
May-17-2025 Public 7:42 PM 9:17 PM 12:27 AM 11:59 PM 79.6%
May-24-2025 Member 7:46 PM 9:24 PM 4:16 AM 11:59 PM 8.6%
Jun-21-2025 Member 7:59 PM 9:41 PM 2:50 AM 11:59 PM 19.3%
Jun-28-2025 Public 8:00 PM 9:41 PM (10:55 PM) 11:59 PM 15.1%
Jul-19-2025 Public 7:55 PM 9:32 PM 1:29 AM 11:59 PM 32.1%
Jul-26-2025 Member 7:51 PM 9:26 PM (9:22 PM) 11:59 PM 5.2%
Aug-16-2025 Public 7:31 PM 9:00 PM 12:15 AM 11:59 PM 46.0%
Aug-23-2025 Member 7:23 PM 8:50 PM 7:39 AM 11:59 PM 0.4%
Sep-13-2025 Public 6:56 PM 8:19 PM 11:06 PM 11:00 PM 60.5%
Sep-20-2025 Member 6:47 PM 8:09 PM 6:27 AM 11:00 PM 1.1%
Oct-18-2025 Member 6:11 PM 7:33 PM 5:17 AM 10:30 PM 7.1%
Oct-25-2025 Public 6:04 PM 7:26 PM (8:37 PM) 10:30 PM 16.9%
Nov-15-2025 Public 4:47 PM 6:12 PM 3:07 AM 9:00 PM 18.1%
Nov-22-2025 Member 4:44 PM 6:10 PM (6:26 PM) 9:00 PM 6.3%
Dec-13-2025 Public 4:43 PM 6:11 PM 1:58 AM 9:00 PM 33.2%
Dec-20-2025 Member 4:46 PM 6:14 PM (5:17 PM) 9:00 PM 0.7%

2025 TDS Star Party Schedule


