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The Annual banquet will be held at a new venue and weekday: The San Diego Air and Space Museum
on Sunday February 1, 2026 from 3 to 8 PM. Food will be provided by an award winning, full service
caterer and there will be tours of the museum. Our speaker will be Dr. Andy Boden, Caltech, who
gave a previous talk to SDAA on astronomical interferometry, and will give an interesting perspec-
tive on the unique Art Deco architecture of Palomar Observatory and Griffith Observatory and its
relationship to the Pantheon in Rome. Attendees will have full access to the museum, the theater and
and the new Ripley’s Believe It or Not exhibition. Join SDAA for an unforgettable banquet in the
rotunda of the Air and Space Museum.
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San Diego Astronomy Association Board of Directors Meeting
December 9, 2025 - Unapproved and subject to revision

1. Call to Order

The meeting was held via Zoom and was called to order at 7:03pm with the following BOD
members in attendance: Dave Decker, President; Bee Pagarigan, Vice President; Mike Chasin,
Treasurer; Kin Searcy, Recording Secretary; David Wood, Corresponding Secretary; Drew Kon-
ing, Director; Ross Salinger, Director; and Gracie Schutze, Director. Jerry Hilburn, Director, did
not attend.

2. Approval of Last Meeting Minutes

The November meeting minutes were approved by unanimous resolution. (Motion: D. Wood
/Second: D. Koning)

3. Members Present

Damon Blackman, Francisco Contreras, Hiro Hakozaki, Melissa Mays, Tom Kennedy, Paul Krizak,
Prascilla Morquecho, and Woody Schlom were present.

4. Treasurer's Report

The Treasurer’s report was approved by unanimous resolution. (Motion: K. Searcy/Second: D.
Wood). SDAA membership is presently 816. Significant transactions include banquet expenses
and the Ballast Point venue for the November meeting.

5. Standard Reports The standard reports are included as submitted with Board discussion and
action in italics.

a) TDS Operations Report Pagarigan/Schutze

TDS Operations Committee Charter — update/revisions are in progress.
An improved method for updating members on TDS East developments is in progress.

The BOD noted that members are concerned about the neighborhood dogs entering TDS and
TDS-W. The dogs can enter TDS-W under the fence.
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b) TDS-W Burch

SDGE Account activated

AmeriGas Propane Account setup and delivered
Canyon Wireless Account and WiFi installed
Security Cameras - 3 installed, 2 others planned
Gate lock and door locks installed

Minor repairs and demo of patio structure planned

Gene Burch is doing an excellent job, and he has hired Alexander to remove the patio. W.
Schlom has offered to help with TDS-W. The site is not ready for SDAA member use. Note TDS
Webpage work in subparagraphs j and k.

c) Lipp Observatory Rumsey
Weather turned against us. No star parties held. Hopefully a better December.

d) Loaner Equipment Krizak

38 loaner items are currently out. 0 were returned in November and 7 were checked out.

Two new loaner items have been added to the fleet:

SDAA-091 - 10" Meade SCT on a CG-5 AS/GT mount

SDAA-092 - SCT eyepiece kit featuring:

56mm Japanese Meade Super Plossl (2")

28mm Meade SWA (the modern one with twist-up eye cup) (2")

14mm Meade 14mm UWA (Japanese 85 degree) (1.25/2")

9.7mm Meade Plossl (Japanese)

Three eyepiece sets have been retired (SDAA-060, SDAA-061, and SDAA-072) as we have too

many Plossl eyepiece kits as it is. I was able to repurpose the cases for new eyepiece kits. Many
of the eyepieces were given away to members at the BBQ, and I was also able to use some of the
eyepieces to create matching pairs for SDAA-090 (William Optics binoviewer).

A Celestron C6 OTA in a nice padded case was donated to the club by a member, along with a
full-aperture solar filter. I plan to pair it with an Orion AstroView equatorial mount and a spare
1.25" diagonal to create another loaner Kkit.

A Meade LS-8 with perfect optics, but a busted mount, was donated to the club this month. I've
de-forked the OTA but it's going to take some additional work to get it set up with a dovetail, but
I believe I'll pair it with SDAA-027 (Celestron CG-5 AS/GT) to make that a complete kit rather
than just a mount. I'll need to get a 2" diagonal for it; I think we have a spare visual back.
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e) Storage Facility Krizak

We are still pending a long-term plan for the Bill Lucas Newtonian. My suggestion stands to
move it to the TDS storage box until a plan can be formalized. Dave D. mentioned that this is
the plan of record, but we still need somebody to collect the equipment and haul it out to TDS.

Since we're so close to the annual banquet, and most of the loaner fleet is out with members, it
looks like we can hold the other recent donations in the storage facility until the banquet. There's
plenty of room for now.

B. Cheney has volunteered to help transfer equipment.
f) Private Pads & Policies Smith
I expect to lease a pad before we leave. That would leave 6 available pads.

The Pads Committee continues to work on a new tool for posting on the Website and expect to
have a finished product for BOD approval by the March Meeting (the first meeting with the new
BOD). We are also working to jump start the Private Pad’s Sharing Program, although we don’t
expect a lot of interest in people using the pads until electricity is restored. Note that some of the
information that we would like to share on this new tool isn’t suitable for a public facing Web-
site. For example, we would like to be able to offer contact information for Private Pad Sharers
on the new tool, but that wouldn’t be good unless the information was hidden in a members only
area. I know that the club has in the past looked into a members only area of the Website and we
would like to add our voices to the need for such a capability.

g) SDAA Monthly Programs Report Pagarigan/Searcy

Tasks Completed

The final program of 2025 was held at Ballast Point Brewing and was well attended with 59/60
tickets claimed.

The agenda included a TDS West update, 2026 Election business, and member gadget sharing.
Prior to the event, a few ticket-holding members expressed disappointment via io.groups that the
program would not be available via Zoom and that attendance was capped at 60. Notably, these
members did not attend and did not release their tickets for others who might have been able to
go. Five additional members notified us in advance that they could not attend, allowing six tick-
ets to be released. While we understand that unexpected situations arise, we encourage members
with limited-seat tickets to release them as soon as they know they cannot attend so others have
the opportunity to participate. There is a need for a system to turn-in tickets. This was not availa-
ble in Wild Apricot.



San Diego Astronomy Association

There was significant BOD discussion on how to structure these positive, in-person member
gatherings. Feedback for Gadget Night indicates that members enjoy Gadget Night itself and
want more in-person meetings. Possibilities include in-person program meetings without
food/snacks and therefore without tickets, and informal social meetups. The 2026 BOD will have
to charter a new programs committee since this is no longer the vice-president's responsibility.

h) AISIG Wood
No Report for this month.
1) Newsletter Kuhl

Nothing new to report this month.
j) Website Stevens

Webmaster report: Developed a Webpage for TDS West. Looking into making some pages pri-
vate to members.

k) SDAA Social Media Report Pagarigan

Challenge
Immediately employ SDAA Website enhancements to improve communication between SDAA
leadership and membership

A Proposal:

SDAA ORBIT — Outreach, Relations, Broadcasting, Innovation & Technology

Focus: Covers member communication, engagement, and modern tech tools.

Strengths: Clear, professional, covers all aspects of connecting members across platforms.

This is a temporary working group consisting of Pagarigan (Content), Gracie (Content), Jeff Ste-
vens (Webmaster), Melissa (Design) and Francisco (Content). It was emphasized that this tem-
porary working group intends to make immediate, necessary fixes to SDAA's social media pres-
ence to improve communications in advance of the unified system in the strategic plan.

Immediate Actions

Add TDS Update Webpage for both east side electric grid and west side new property — Initial
Goal: Introduce members to the SDAA Foundation and how it communicates/works with the
SDAA BOD.

Add member highlight page — identify skillsets within membership beyond those associated with
astronomy. Build strong membership demographics database.
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Progress

This is a highly motivated group that produced content within 24 hours of this proposal! The
TDS West Webpage was submitted to the SDAA Webmaster and resultant test page looked
great. While the TDS East page was in editing, concern was raised that certain detail should be
reserved for SDAA members only and not the public. An effort is underway by the SDAA Web-
master to enable a member-only section on the SDAA Website. Next on the agenda is the mem-
ber profile Webpage.

Facebook Focus

Current member count is 473 as of 2025-12-07

This is a private account limited to SDAA members who agree to the group rules.
Facebook is a potential backup in the event a member-only Webpage is not doable

SDAA Podcast
The podcast team (video editor, hosts, featured guests/programs) are gearing up for a 2026 debut.

1) SDAA Podcast Hosts — Pagarigan/Morquecho
Nothing new to report
m) Outreach Report Ammann

November was a busy month for SDAA Outreach. On Nov. 4th, Craig Storms and his crew
started off with Solana Santa Fe Elementary School with over 300 children and their parents star-
gazing until the ending time with the coastal marine layer finally moving in at the end. Stars-in-
the-Park at Balboa Park on Nov. 5th was routine with the clouds moving in around 8:00pm, giv-
ing us at least half a night to share the night sky with this crowd. The next Friday, Nov. 7th at
Kumeyaay Lake Campground was clear with eager campers and visitors to view the night sky;
always a challenge with a gibbous moon and light pollution. The next day, Saturday, Nov. 8th
was a 3 ring circus with: Escondido Children's Museum of Discovery (CMD), Morena Lake
Campground, and Oakoasis County Park. We were able to split our forces between these three
events and share the sky with people of all ages between 5 years to 70 years old! Of particular
note was our annual visit to the CMD which numbered over 200 people. Bad weather developed
for: Calavera Hills Elementary School, cancelled on Nov. 13th; Avondale Elementary School,
cancelled Nov. 14th; K.Q. Ranch and TDS Public night both cancelled on Nov. 15th; Longfellow
Elementary School, cancelled Nov. 17th, and Northmont Elementary School, cancelled on Nov.
18th. The only good event not cancelled was our annual Program Meeting, 'Gadget Night' on
Wednesday, Nov. 19th, held at Ballast Point Brewing Company, in the Miramar area. It was
wonderful to share the delicious hors d'oeuvres together, socialize, learning about our purchase
of the house to the west of TDS (doubling our property to 20 acres), and listening to three mem-
bers explaining their gadgets. Sycamore Canyon West was cancelled, another victim of the
coastal marine layer on Friday, Nov. 21st, but TDS Member Night survived on Saturday, Nov.
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22nd. Kin Searcy's Sycamore Canyon East survived as the last November SDAA event on Fri-
day, Nov. 28th.

Here are the numbers for November:

2025 Previous Nov YTD
Completed 76 7 83
Canceled 44 7 51
Total 7006 845 7851
n) TARO Wood

TARO is currently non-operational due to hardware failure.
0) Cruzen Observatory Salinger

Proposal to sell or auction the Losmandy G-11 mount stored in the Cruzen Observatory. Funds
could be used to buy and install a PiFinder for the DK system. This will eliminate the rather
complicated and touchy digital setting circle system and will make the DK much easier to use.

The BOD considered that the G-11 should be a banquet auction item.
p) Pad 70 Observatory Salinger

Paramount Series 6 MX+ mount required considerable maintenance to get it working properly
after the Series 6 upgrade

Loaned - 6” refractor, ASI6200MC Pro Camera — now working well with guiding down below
4” RMS over the past several nights

First Image Posted on AstroBin - Flaming Star Nebula IC405

Two backup “directors” found and partially trained

Donation Received from Downing Family Foundation - $5000

On-site (TDS) training has been done at my observatory

Request replacing expiring Starlink Internet with Canyon Wireless
3X upload speed plus lower latency

Local Onsite Support

Cost is $250 installation, $1080 for a one-year subscription

Could be shared with other club observatories if line of sight exists

- ~ Bl ~ — PEPN
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Finish Operations Manual
Begin training the 6 candidate imagers identified so far
Fit out the Donated Edge 11HD with a setup appropriate for both scientific and aesthetic imaging

The BOD unanimously approved this request to use $1500 of the donated funds for Pad 70 to im-
plement Canyon Wireless. (Motion: R. Salinger/Second: D. Koning). The BOD noted that we
have Canyon Wireless at TDS-W and members have various services, and a single service for
TDS should be considered based on bandwidth and technical feasibility.

q) Merchandise Burch

Nothing new to report

r) Astronomical League Report Smith

Planning for the in-person meeting continues. It is currently looking like it will be in April. De-
tails still in work.

Work In Progress:

Western Region ALCOR speaker database

s) JSF Report Vacant
t) Grid Reconstruction Wood

North Grid - Overall D. Wood said that the North Grid is 98 percent complete.

e The private observatories were moved to their own dedicated electrical service on
December 1st. No connection issues were encountered, and all observatories reported
restoration of electrical power.

e All access roads impacted by trenching have been graded and re-graveled. Areas that are
accessed via foot traffic that were impacted by trenching will be re-graveled sometime
between 12/8 to 12/12.

e Damage to Jerry’s observatory has been repaired.

e Rewiring of the club assets (Lipp/Restrooms/public pads) was started on 12/8. This
includes the installation of a new electrical distribution panel in the men's restroom, new
wire from the updated electrical panels located on the north observatory access road, and
new wiring from the bathroom panel to the main connection point for the public pads.
We expect a 2-3-day power outage at the site during this phase of construction. (7his will
occur on Wednesday 10 December.) The membership was notified of this outage prior to
the beginning of the work. This is the last phase of the north grid construction before
final inspection. Upon completion of this work, an inspection of this construction phase
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will be scheduled in anticipation of SDG&E’s installation of the new transformer and
meter.

We were notified of a change in our county electrical inspector. We hope this change in person-
nel will not affect the scheduled final inspection date.

As we approach the North Grid project completion, we are still waiting for SDG&E’s scheduled
dates for installation of the new 200-amp service. Neal’s on-site construction manager antici-
pates a very short period of time to move the club assets to the new service once SDG&E has
completed the service installation.

South Grid -

On Friday, November 14th, a comprehensive site walk of the entire private pad area was con-
ducted. During this walk, stakes were strategically placed at each proposed location for the elec-
trical outlets. A total of 37 outlet placement stakes were meticulously marked and painted. Each
outlet bollard will be constructed in a similar manner to those found at the public pads. These
bollards will feature 4-inch aluminum posts set in concrete, with each outlet connected to the
grid through steel conduit. The locations for each outlet were carefully chosen to ensure equal
spacing between every two pads. Additionally, these locations were set back from the road to
minimize the risk of impact from cars and to reduce the need for extensive vegetation clearing.
The final bollard placement has been submitted to Elen Consulting for inclusion in the updated
design document.

The BOD noted that private pad members should receive specific instructions on procedures for
adding local hookups to the grid. There will be strict requirements for connections, and they will
require BOD approval. In addition, the TDS site rules will need to address these requirements.

D. Wood expects Neal to deliver a 50% diagram for the South Grid design in 7 to 10 days.

D. Wood is reviewing electric gate options with two providers. The gate is envisioned as a dou-
ble swing gate with entry via typed access code, RFID chip on a car window, or by phone appli-
cation. Access would be managed dynamically to correspond with SDAA membership.

u) Membership Project Committee Love

The committee met to discuss the proposal online form status and its readiness for going live.
Here's a concise summary:

1. Review of Proposal Submission Online System

A. When the online form was moved into the public facing directory the Google security system
removed the scripts. They will need to be restored. The expected completion is at the end of the
week.

10
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B. We will do a “Soft” launch of the form by doing limited communications to the membership.
This will be followed by using the Groups 10 system and an email blast to the membership. We
chose to do this to test the form and process to be sure everything works as expected. However,
any member that has the link will be able to make a proposal - no idea will be turned away or de-
nied by releasing the form to production this way.

C. As of the writing of this update we have received 2 proposals. They will start the review pro-
cess at our scheduled December meeting.

D. I am proud of how the committee has worked together to set this up and get to the point of go-
ing live. Every committee member contributed to the process and stepped up to get the work
done. Thanks!

v) Strategic Planning Committee Blackman

The SPC and Ideas would like to thank the Board for their attention and participation during the
Strategic Plans Executive Summary presentation last night. The discussion after the presentation
was fruitful and provided clear next steps, starting with a request for Board approval of our 5
Goals and next steps to prepare inspirational messaging to our membership.

For Board Approval

The SPC is asking the Board to approve these 5 Strategic Goals for the SDAA to be achieved by
2030.

Goal 1: Professionalization Towards Efficient Governance, Financial Sustainability, and Strate-
gic Growth

Goal 2: Enhance Digital Presence and Communication

Goal 3: Strengthen Membership Engagement, Inclusion, and Retention

Goal 4: Expand and Modernize Outreach and Education Programs

Goal 5: Maintain, Upgrade, and Diversify Observing Facilities

The BOD unanimously approved a motion to approve these goals and proceed to implementa-
tion. (Motion: K. Searcy/Second: G. Schutze).

The Strategic Plan contains an expansion of the above goals, with yearly phasing, responsibili-
ties, and metrics. This level of detail is still under review and will be formalized as the plan is re-
fined. One specific area of discussion was support for Citizen Science that many current BOD
members thought should have higher priority in the plan.

Next Step:

Before the upcoming January Board meeting, the SPC will collaborate closely with the Board to
synthesize the Strategic Plan report and support each goal with 1-2 powerful, clear bullets. These
highlights will give our members a vivid picture of what’s ahead—showing them not just the
plan, but the exciting future they can look forward to.

11
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December 2025 Board Discussion Items:

Strategic Plan Priority Next Steps:

Discussion 1: What does the Board see as the next steps to create the following recommended
committees in support of our strategic goals? They are:

Finance and Audit Committee (may already exist?)

Membership Committee

Facilities Committee

Discussion 2: What does the Board see as next steps to hire an Executive Director?

In response to discussion item 1, SDAA has an audit committee: the Foundation has both. Action
Item: BOD 12-01: M. Chasin meet with the SPC to review current SDAA and Foundation finan-
cial practices.

For the membership and facilities committees, the BOD assigned the SPC Action Item: BOD 12-
02 SPC develop draft membership and facilities committee charters for BOD approval by Feb-
ruary 2026.

For discussion item 2, The BOD specified the next step in hiring an ED as a plan that identifies
costs, timing, position description and competitive solicitation procedures like that used to hire
the SPC consultant. Action Item: BOD 12-03. SPC provide a date when the ED acquisition plan
will be submitted. K. Searcy noted that hiring employees involves setting up personnel proce-
dures (HR, payroll, Employee HB, onboarding, etc.) that SDAA currently does not have in place.
SDAA may need to factor in support from a small business HR firm.

Resolution: 2025-12-09

Commendation of Strategic Planning Consultant

WHEREAS, the San Diego Astronomy Association (SDAA) engaged Ideas in Philanthropy to
provide professional expertise in the development of a comprehensive strategic plan; and
WHEREAS, ideas in Philanthropy demonstrated exceptional skill, insight, and professionalism
in guiding the Association through a thoughtful and inclusive planning process; and
WHEREAS, the resulting strategic plan reflects best practices in nonprofit governance, financial
stewardship, outreach, and adaptability, positioning SDAA for continued success and community
1mpact;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Directors of the San Diego Astron-
omy Association hereby commends Ideas in Philanthropy for their outstanding contributions to
the creation of SDAA’s strategic plan and expresses its sincere appreciation for their partnership
in advancing the Association’s mission.

The BOD approved the SPC resolution unanimously with D. Koning abstaining and directed that
it be transmitted to Ideas in Philanthropy (Motion; K. Searcy/Second: G. Schutze)

12
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w) Banquet Auction & Raffle Krizak

The pile of items in the storage facility destined for the auction continues to grow. The current
highlights are:

10" Meade LX200 complete set, but in pretty rough shape. Lots of rust and dust. It's the really
old first-gen Autostar system too. Might be a fun project for somebody that is interested in doing
some renovation, or might just want to de-fork the OTA.

The star of the auction will likely be an 8" Celestron Celestar (?) in absolutely mint condition,
with all the accessories. Everything is still in the original boxes!

A couple generic 80mm and 90mm refractors

Meade ETX-90

A dozen or so accessories that have collected from donated equipment, including some rather in-
teresting astrophotography accessories (Japanese Meade reducers and extenders with SCT and T
threads)

Astrozap dew heater straps

For the raffle, I'm seeking approval from the board to set a budget of $5000 to purchase four raf-
fle prizes: A SeeStar S30, a SeeStar S50, a "visual" set (probably eyepieces), and a "photo-
graphic" set (probably a camera).

The BOD unanimously approved the requested budget., Motion: K. Searcy/Second: D. Koning)

6. Old Business

a) Banquet Planning. Several members have responded to the request for volunteers and D.
Wood plans to have a Zoom with them and the Air and Space Museum to resolve SDAA and
Museum actions.

b) Release Document/Logo Merchandise. D. Koning is following up with SDAA's attorney on
the release document. B. Pagarigan intends to make a trial merchandise buy with the new logo.

7. New Business

a) G. Schutze proposed that SDAA purchase prepaid credit cards to compensate SDAA
volunteers for the increased Balboa Park parking fees. D. Wood volunteers at several
venues in Balboa Park and indicated that there is a program in place for park intuitions
whereby the Fleet center can authorize parking hang tags for volunteers. Action Item;
BOD: 12-04. D. Ammann and D. Decker contact the Fleet to provide parking hang tags
for SDAA volunteers.

13
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8. Action Items

Action Item: BOD 12-01. M. Chasin meet with the SPC to review current SDAA and Foundation
financial practices.

Action Item: BOD 12-02. SPC develop draft membership and facilities committee charters for
BOD approval by February 2026.

Action Item: BOD 12-03. SPC provide a date when the ED acquisition plan will be submitted.

Action Item; BOD: 12-04. D. Ammann and D. Decker contact the Fleet to provide parking hang
tags for SDAA volunteers.

9. Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 9:00pm by unanimous resolution. (Motion: D.
Wood/Second: K. Searcy)

14
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For observers in the middle
northern latitudes, this chart is
suitable for mid January
at 8 p.m. or late January
at7 p.m.

The Ecliptic represents
the plane of the solar

system. The sun, the moon,
and the major planets all lie on or
near this imaginary line in the sky.
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Navigating the mid January Night Sky 2026

The stars plotted represent those which can
be seen from areas suffering
from moderate light pollution.
In larger cities, less than
100 stars are visible,
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Navigating the winter night sky: Simply start with what you know or with what you can easily find.
Above the northeast horizon rises the Big Dipper. Draw a line from its two end bowl stars upwards to the North Star.

Face south. Overhead twinkles the bright star Capella in Auriga. Jump northwestward along the Milky Way first to Perseus, then to the
"W" of Cassiopeia. Next Jump southeastward from Capella to the twin stars Castor and Pollux of Gemini.

Directly south of Capella stands the constellation of Orion with its three Belt Stars,
its bright red star Betelgeuse, and its bright blue-white star, Rigel.

Use Orion's three Belt stars to point to the red star Aldebaran, then to the Hyades, and the Pleiades star clusters.

Travel southeast from the Belt stars to the brightest star in the night sky, Sirius. %

Binocular Highlights

A: Examine the stars of the Pleiades and Hyades, two naked eye star clusters. B: Between the "W" of Cassiopeia and
Perseus lies the Double Cluster. C: The three westernmost stars of Cassiopeia's "W" point south to M31, the Andromeda
Galaxy, a "fuzzy" oval. D: M42 in Orion is a star forming nebula. E: Look south of Sirius for the star cluster M41. F: M44,
a star cluster barely visible to the naked eye, lies to the southeast of Pollux.

Astronomical League www.astroleague.org; duplication is allowed and encouraged for all free distribution.
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Navegando por el cielo nocturno de Enero 2026
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Navegando por el cielo nocturno: simplemente comience con lo que sabe o con lo que puede encontrar facilmente.
Sobre el horizonte noreste se alza la Osa Mayor. Dibuja una linea desde sus dos estrellas finales hasta la estrella polar.

Desde Capela, salte hacia el noroeste a lo largo de la Via Lictea hacia Perseo, luego hacia la "W" de Casiopea. Siguiente salto hacia el
sureste desde Capela a las estrellas gemelas de Castor y P6lux en Géminis.

Directamente al sur de Capela se encuentra la constelacién de Oridn con sus tres estellas del Cinturén de Orién, su brillante estrella roja
Betelgeuse y su brillante estrella azul-blanca Rigel.

W N -

Usa las tres estrellas del Cinturén de Orién para apuntar al noroeste hacia la estrella roja Aldebaran y
el cmulo estelar Hiades, y luego hacia el cimulo estelar de las Pléyades. Viaja hacia el sudeste desde
las estrellas del cinturén hasta la estrella mas brillante en el cielo nocturno, Sirio. @

Puntos destacados con binoculares

A: Examina las estrellas de las Pléyades y las Hiades. B: Entre la "W" de Casiopea y Perseo se encuentra el Doble Ciimulo.
C: Las tres estrellas mas occidentales de la "W" de Casiopea apuntan hacia el sur hasta M31, la Galaxia de Andrémeda, un
6valo "borroso." D: M42 en Orién es una nebulosa formadora de estrellas. E: Mire al sur de Sirio para el cimulo estelar
M41.F: M44, un cimulo de estrellas apenas perceptible a simple vista, se encuentra al sureste de Pollux

Traduccién al espaiol por Dr. Salvador Aguirre  Liga Astronémica www.astroleague.org/outreach; Duplicacién permitida y fomentada para toda distribucién gratuita
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Navigating the mid January Morning Sky
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|—> ¢ Relative size of the full moon. I

What a great way to start your day!

For observers in the middle northern latitudes, this chart is suitable for mid January at 5:30 a.m.
Late sunrises in January provide opportunities for early morning skywatching.

* Bright Jupiter shines in the west-northwest and moves below Pollux in Gemini.

e The third quarter moon floats near Spica on January 10.

® The waning crescent moon glows near Antares on January 14.

¢ Continue watching for a sudden and rapid brightening of T Coronae Borealis. When will it explode?
e A great time for viewing the Big Dipper, Leo, and Hercules. And it is time for galaxy viewing!

Astronomical League www.astroleague.org/; duplication is allowed and encouraged for all free distribution.
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Navegando por el Cielo Matutino de Enero 2026
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jQué gran manera
Para los observadores de empezar el dia!

en las latitudes medias del norte,
este grafico es adecuado para mediados I —p o Tamado relativo de la luna llena. I
de enero a las 5:30 a.m.

Los amaneceres tardios de enero brindan oportunidades
para observar el cielo temprano por la manana.

e El brillante Jdpiter brilla en el oeste-noroeste y se mueve por debajo de Pélux en Géminis.

* La luna en tercer cuarto flota cerca de Spica el 10 de enero.

* La luna menguante brilla junto a Antares el 14 de enero.

e Continte observando el repentino y rapido aumento de brillo de T Coronae Borealis. ;Cudndo explotara?
e Un momento ideal para ver la Osa Mayor, Leo y Hércules. {Y es hora de observar las galaxias!

Liga Astronémica www.astroleague.org/; Duplicacién permitida y fomentada para toda distribucién gratuita Traduccién al espanol por Dr. Salvador Aguirre
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An observing activity for this January 3.
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Near—full moon and bright Jupiter:
What can you see in the moon glow?

In the evening of January 3, look for Jupiter to the upper right of the moon.
* How well can you see -2.7 magnitude Jupiter just 4° away from the moon?
Look at stars further from the moon.
+ Can you spot these luminaries?
1.1 mag. Pollux, 3° away followed by 1.6 mag. Castor 7° away,
0.4 magnitude Procyon 20° away,
1.7 mag. Alnilam, Orion's middle Belt Star, 40° away,
and the much dimmer Pleiades, 55° away. www.astroleague.org
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Explore the Spring Sky with Boyce-Astro: Three Courses Starting Soon!

Boyce-Astro is starting the year with three introductory courses on three tracks for 2026.
Whether you’re a student or an avid amateur astronomer, there’s science here for you!

1. Double Stars ™ (February Start, 8 Sessions)

Kicking off in February, our Double Stars course spans eight sessions and guides
you through a real research project from beginning to publishable results. This
track will lead you to a published scientific paper.

2. Exoplorer™ | EW (February Start, 6 Sessions)

Our Explorer | EW course runs for six sessions and focuses on observing
and analyzing exoplanet transits and submission of your own
observations to NASA’s Exoplanet Watch program for JWST, thus making
a real contribution to ongoing research.

3. Introduction to Python for Astronomy (March Start, 5 Sessions)
In March, we’ll begin our five-session course on Python for Astronomy,
where you’ll learn how to query astronomical databases for your
research. Then learn how to analyze and make visualizations like HR
diagrams — science poster ready results. Spectroscopy follows later in l -
the spring on this track.

Pre-requisite: INntroSTARS™

All of these courses require completing our free self-paced IntroSTARS™ course as a
foundation. It’s available anytime on our website to get you up to speed on the basics of
astrophysics before diving in. It takes 5 to 10 hours. Do it before February if you can.

How to Enroll
To join any of these exciting courses, simply visit the Boyce-Astro website, head to the

seminar page, and click “Join the Waitlist.” We look forward to doing astronomy research
with you!

Clear skies,
The Boyce-Astro Team
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Astronomical.League

Monthly sky maps,

Observing activities,

AL LIVE sessions,

League news & a Whole lot more'

..*. '. ' * ** e *’

e et
AL YouTube Channel
Observing Program Previews: What

a program requires of the Observer.
Our View from Earth: How to find
interesting celestial objects 1n three
minutes. Perfect for club viewing.
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Ed Rumsey
Mark Smith
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Bee Pagarigan

President@sdaa.org
VicePresident@sdaa.org
Recording@sdaa.org
Treasurer(@sdaa.org
Corresponding@sdaa.or.
DirectorAlpha@sdaa.org
DirectorBeta@sdaa.org
DirectorDelta@sdaa.org

DirectorGamma(@sdaa.org

Committees
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Observatory(@sdaa.org
Pads@sdaa.org
Outreach@sdaa.org
NorthStarParty(@sdaa.org
SouthStarParty(@sdaa.org
EastStarParty(@sdaa.org
CentralStarParty@sdaa.org

CampWiththeStars@sdaa.org

KQ@sdaa.org

Newsletter@sdaa.org
Mentor(@sdaa.org
Webmaster@sdaa.org
AISIG(@sdaa.org
SecondSite@sdaa.org
FieldTrips@sdaa.org
Grants(@sdaa.or.
info@julianstarfest.com
Merchandising@sdaa.org
Publicity(@sdaa.org
loanerscopes@sdaa.org
cruzen(@sdaa.or,

TARO(@sdaa.org
TDSNet@sdaa.org

TDS@sdaa.org

ALCOR (Astronomical League Correspondent) Mark Smith ALCOR@sdaa.org

(619) 972-1003
(858) 586-0974
(858) 210-1454

(858) 735-8808
(619) 857-0088

(858) 877-3103

(858) 722-3846
(858) 484-0540
(619) 247-2457

(619) 972-1003
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(619) 247-2457

(858) 566-2261

(858) 926-9610
(619) 806-6505

(858) 735-8808
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Have a great new piece of gear? Read an astronomy-related book that you think
others should know about? How about a photograph of an SDAA Member in

SDAA Editorial Staff
Editor - Andrea Kuhl
since April 2011
newslettet@sdaa.otg

Assistant Editor: Craig Ewing

action? Or are you simply tired of seeing these Boxes in the Newsletter rather
than something, well, interesting?

Join the campaign to rid the Newsletter of little boxes by shating them with the
membership. In return for your efforts, you will get your very own byline or pho-
tograph credit in addition to the undying gratitude of the Newsletter Editor. Just

send your atticle ot picture to Newslettet@SDAA.Otg.
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2026 TDS Star Party Schedule

Date Type Sunset | Astro. Twi. | Moonrise(set) | Closing | lllumination Hosts
Jan-10-26 Public | 4:58 PM| 6:25PM 12:42 AM 9:30 PM 51.1% Ed Rumsey
Jan-17-26 | Member | 5:04 PM| 6:30 PM 6:56 AM 9:30 PM 1.2%
Feb-07-26 Public | 5:23 PM| 6:47 PM 11:28 PM 10:00 PM 69.1%
Feb-14-26 | Member | 5:30 PM | 6:53 PM 5:31 AM 10:00 PM 8.0%
Mar-14-26 | Member | 6:52 PM| 8:14 PM 5:03 AM 11:00 PM 20.3%
Mar-21-26 Public | 6:57 PM| 8:20 PM (10:19 PM) [ 11:30 PM 10.8%
Apr-11-26 Public | 7:12PM| 8:37 PM 3:32 AM 11:30 PM 36.3%
Apr-18-26 | Member | 7:17 PM| 8:44 PM (9:13 PM) 12:00 AM 2.9%
May-09-26 Public | 7:32PM| 9:05PM 2:01 AM 12:00 AM 53.2%
May-16-26 | Member | 7:37 PM | 9:12 PM (8:03 PM) 12:00 AM 0.2%
Jun-06-26 Public | 750 PM | 9:31 PM 12:31 AM 12:30 AM 69.0%
Jun-13-26 | Member | 7:53 PM | 9:35 PM 4:47 AM 12:30 AM 3.1%
Jul-11-26 | Member | 7:55 PM| 9:34 PM 3:30 AM 12:30 AM 10.8%
Jul-18-26 Public | 7:52 PM| 9:29 PM (10:47 PM) [12:30 AM 25.7%
Aug-08-26 Public | 7:37 PM | 9:07 PM 2:19 AM 12:00 AM 22.1%
Aug-15-26 | Member | 7:29 PM | 8:58 PM (9:14 PM) 12:00 AM 12.6%
Sep-05-26 Public | 7:04 PM| 8:28 PM 1:15 AM 11:30 PM 35.5%
Sep-12-26 | Member | 6:55PM | 8:18 PM (7:41 PM) 11:30 PM 3.6%
Oct-03-26 Public | 6:27 PM| 7:48 PM 12:17 AM 11:00 PM 50.0%
Oct-10-26 | Member | 6:18 PM | 7:39 PM 7:50 AM 10:30 PM 0.1%
Nov-07-26 | Member | 4:49PM| 6:13 PM 5:40 AM 9:30 PM 2.5%
Nov-14-26 Public | 4:44 PM| 6:09 PM (9:06 PM) 9:00 PM 27.2%
Dec-05-26 | Member | 4:39 PM| 6:06 PM 4:33 AM 9:00 PM 10.3%
Dec-12-26 Public | 4:40PM| 6:08 PM (7:57 PM) 9:00 PM 13.1%

SDAA is now registered with the employer fund-matching platform Benevity. If your workplace offers
matching charitable donations for non-profits and uses Benevity to distribute funds, you can now designate
the San Diego Astronomy Association. Thank you for supporting the SDAA!

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
Send dues and renewals to P.O. Box 23215, San Diego, CA 92193-3215 ot renew on-line. The notice that your membership in SDAA will expite is sent by email. Dues
are $60 for Contributing Memberships; $40 for Basic Membership; $70 for Private Pads; $5 for each Family membership.




